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Objectives  

 Describe recent changes in FDA antimicrobial regulations  

 Introduce you to the Veterinary Feed Directive - VFD 

 Provide you with guidance on what you need to be doing 



What Does the Landscape Look Like? 



Food and Drug Administration 

 Oversee pharmaceutical use in humans 

and animals 

 FDA sets policy for antimicrobial 

development and use 

 Approve (or disapproves) antimicrobial use 



FDA’s Goal 

 Promote judicious use of antibiotics 

 Protect public health 

 Help limit the development of 

antimicrobial resistance 



FDA Guidance for Industry Document #209 



FDA Guidance for Industry Document #209 

 Principle 1: The use of medically important 

antimicrobial drugs in food-producing animals 

should be limited to those uses that are 

considered necessary for assuring animal health. 

 

Uses that are not considered important for animal 

health in food-producing animals are being 

phased out 

 Growth Promotion 



FDA Guidance for Industry Document #209 

 Principle 2: The use of medically important 

antimicrobial drugs in food-producing animals 

should be limited to those uses that include 

veterinary oversight or consultation. 

 

Regulations are being implemented which are 

increasing oversight of antibiotic use by DVM’s in 

food producing animals 



FDA Guidance for Industry Document #213 



FDA Guidance for Industry Document  #213 

 Remove the use of medically important antimicrobial drugs for 

production purposes 

 

 Change the marketing status of medically important 

antimicrobials from over-the-counter to Veterinary Feed 

Directive (VFD) for drugs administered through feed or to 

prescription (Rx) status for drugs administered through water 

 Intention is to provide for veterinary oversight or consultation of the 

antimicrobial uses 

 Applies to ALL food animals!! 



What is a  

“Medically Important Antimicrobial” 

 The term “medically important antimicrobial 

drugs” generally refers to antimicrobial drugs 

that are important for therapeutic use in humans. 

 

 Defined in FDA  GFI # 152 

 



Medically Important Antimicrobials - Ruminants 
Medically 

Important? 
Feed/Water 

Antimicrobial Yes No Feed Water 

Ceftiofur  (Naxcel, Excenel, Excede)  

Penicillin   

Macrolides (Draxxin, Zactran, Zuprevo, Pulmatil)   

Flouroquinalones (Baytril, Advocin)  

Tetracycline, Oxytetracycline, Chlorteteracycline    

Sulfa    

Monensin (Rumensin)   

Coccidiostats (Bovatec, Decoxx)    

Fenbendazole (Safe-guard)   

 Tiamulin   

 Bacitracin   



What Does This Mean? 

 Medically important drugs can no longer be 

used for production purposes 

 EXAMPLE – Aureomycin (Chlortetracycline) 



What Does This Mean? 

 Feed and water antibiotics will no longer be 

available OTC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Will require veterinary oversight 

 Feed = VFD 

 Water = Prescription Rx 



Timeline 

3 Years 



 
FDA Guidance for Industry Document #120 

Veterinary Feed Directive – VFD 
  



What is a VFD? 

 Essentially a “prescription” for a specific drug 

that allows you to deliver that drug in feed 

 

 Must be written by your veterinarian who you 

have a valid Veterinary-Client-Patient 

Relationship (VCPR) with. 



What is a valid VCPR? 

 Defined by every state or defaults to Federal definition. 
 http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm460406.htm 

http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm460406.htm
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm460406.htm


What is a VCPR 

1. A veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making medical 

judgments regarding the health of (an) animal(s) and the need for 

medical treatment; 

2. Client (the owner of the animal or animals or other caretaker) has 

agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian; 

3. There is sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) by the veterinarian to 

initiate at least a general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical 

condition of the animal(s); and 

4. The practicing veterinarian is readily available for follow-up in case 

of adverse reactions or failure of the regimen of therapy;  

5. Such a relationship can exist only when the veterinarian has 

recently seen and is personally acquainted with the keeping and 

care of the animal(s) by virtue of examination of the animal(s), 

and/or by appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the 

animal(s) are kept. 



What Does a VFD Look Like? 

 Can only be provided by a licensed veterinarian 

within the state where the animals are located 

and being fed the VFD product 

 Can only be written in compliance with the label 

directions of the approved drug 

 No Extra Label Drug Use 

 

 NOTE: Antimicrobials delivered via water will need a 

prescription (Rx), not a VFD.  Extra label use allowed 

under AMDUCA  guidance. 



What is included with the VFD? 

 Veterinarian’s name/address/phone number.  

 Client’s name/address/phone number. 

 Description of the premises the animals are held 

• premise ID, address, farm descriptor. 

 Date of VFD issuance. 

 Expiration date of VFD (maximum of 6 months) 

 Name of the VFD drug(s). 

 Species and production class of animals being fed the VFD feed. 

 Approximate number of animals to be fed the VFD feed 

 Indication for which the VFD was issued. 

 Level of VFD drug in the feed (i.e. grams per ton) and duration. 

 Withdrawal time, special instructions and cautionary statements.  



What is included with the VFD? 

 The following statement  

• “Use of feed containing this veterinary feed directive (VFD) in a manner 

other than as directed on the labeling (extra label use) is not permitted” 

 An affirmation of intent for combination VFD drugs 

• Not to be used in combination with other drugs, or; 

• Can be used in combination with other drugs (must be specified) 

 If you do not want a “generic” drug substituted for “pioneer” drug, 

you must say so on the VFD. The default option is the distributor 

may use a generic drug instead of the pioneer product.   

 Veterinarian’s written or electronic signature. 





Electronic VFD’s 



VFD Mechanics 

 The veterinarian generates and submits the VFD 

order to the feed distributor and the producer/client 

 Distributor fills VFD according to VFD 

 All parties must keep copies of the VFD for two years. 



What you need to be doing? 



Education and Preparation 

 Learn about prudent antimicrobial use 

 Why is this important? 

 Learn about the VFD and how this will affect 

your operation/business 

 Establish valid VCPR as mandated by the state 

 DVM and Producers need to be working 

together to get a plan in place NOW!!  

 Not on Christmas Day 2016!! 

 Point people (in the practice or on the farm) who 

are in charge of VFD compliance 



Specific Areas Important to Dairy Operations 

 Nursing calves 

 Medicated milk replacers 

 

 Replacement heifers 

 Management group transitions 



Dairy Operations 

VFD-NO 

VFD-YES 

VFD-YES 

VFD-NO 



Resources 

 FDA Veterinary Feed Directive 

 Feedstuffs 

 AABP  

 AASV 

 AHI Veterinary Feed Directive 



Questions and Discussion 
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